
	  

	  

	  

Hearing aid cuts are due to hit North Staffordshire in October  
Sign the petition calling on the County Council to take action now! 

What is happening to hearing aid provision in North Staffordshire? 

In March the North Staffordshire Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) – the NHS body that holds the 
local healthcare budget – voted unanimously to cut the provision of NHS hearing aids for people with 
mild hearing loss. The CCG also approved plans which will force those with moderate hearing loss to 
complete an eligibility questionnaire before they can get hearing aids.  

The changes are due to come into effect on 1 October 2015. 

Why are hearing aids so important? 

Hearing aids are a lifeline for people with hearing loss. Hearing aids: 

• are the only viable treatment for people with adult-onset hearing loss. 
• allow people to stay connected to friends and loved ones. 
• are a highly cost-effective intervention with very clear clinical benefits.  

Untreated hearing loss can cause social isolation, depression and force people out of work and there 
is now evidence of a link between hearing loss and dementia. 

“After I was issued with my hearing aids, it felt like a miracle. I am horrified that 
other people may not benefit as I have done”  

Linda Parton from Leek 

 
 

Your help is needed! 

Please sign the petition asking Staffordshire County Council to do everything in its power to fight 
the cuts. This will show the strength of public opposition to NHS hearing aids cuts in Staffordshire.  

Please also share the petition as widely as possible so we can reach these important milestones:  

2,500 signatures - Staffordshire’s Director of Public Health will be required to give evidence 
and answer questions from Councillors at a public meeting of the Healthy Staffordshire Select 
Committee.  

5,000 signatures - This will automatically trigger a debate on the cuts at a meeting which all 
County Councillors can attend.  

Please sign and share the petition as widely as possible, to give us the best possible chance 
of keeping hearing aids free on the NHS for all who need them! 

See www.actiononhearingloss.org.uk/NorthStaffs for the petition totaliser. 


